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thither to oust the aborigines; but most of them were old
and unfitted for war.

The Boians and Ixisubrians were already in active revolt,
the former vexed be}rond endurance by the founding of Mu-
tina and Placcntia and Cremona a.s Roman colonies, and the
distribution of their lands to Roman citizens, and both
encouraged by the news of HainubaFs approach. Manlius,
while marching from Ariminum to relieve Mutina, which the
Boiuns had attacked, had been cleverly ambushed and badly
beaten by these Gauls as he was filing through a forest road.
The relies of the Roman army and colonists, much more
demoralized, than their actual loss would warrant, had taken
refuse on a hill, where the barbarians had held them in a
state of blockade until reinforcements to the amount of a
legion, under Atilius, had been sent to repair this disaster,
when the Romans recovered their spirits and ground, and
retired to Mutina. Seipio found, on reaching the scene, which
he did on the, day Turin was taken, a force* of from twenty to
twenty-live thousand men again in possession of M'utina, Cre-
mona and Maeeutia. He assumed command of all.

His intention had been to attaek Hannibal as ho emerged
from IUH perilous passage of the Alps, if indeed he ever got
through, before he should havo time to recover from its
exhaustion. Had the Romans had a consular army at Turin,
when Hannibal emerged from the Alps, it might havo gone
hard with the Punie captain. Hut the insurrection of the
Gauls prevented Seipio'H doing an he designed; and it was
imperative to rest bin troops after their late defeat, and find
Ills own bearings in cisalpine Gaul, lie must havo been the
more astonished of the two to hear that Hannibal had al-
ready established himself among g00^ alltes, captured Turin,
and stood rcadv to trv concluHumn.This Jupi-Gauls ; a
